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chiefly of the firms of Schneider-Creusot and Hersant, the Societe
de Construction des Batignolles and the Industrial Bank of Poland.
The contract called for the completion of the port by the beginning
of 1930, and the cost was put at 35 millions of gold francs; and
a second contract—for the equipment of the port at a cost of 15
million francs—was discussed with the Schneider firm.
These contracts were supplemented or changed in part two
years later, and though work proceeded briskly on the port, the
economic situation of Poland in 1924-35 did not allow as rapid
a development as had been contemplated. Before 1924, 550 metres
of provisional harbour had been built and 150 metres of break-
water. In 1924 more breakwaters were constructed and excavation
was commenced on a large inner dock.
STEP TOWARDS AGRARIAN REFORM
The question of agrarian reform continued to harass the internal
politics of Poland. The legislation of 1919-20 remained on the
Statute Book, but in practice was inoperative; the attempt of
Witos in 1923 to deal with the question had led to the fall of his
Government. Grabski put off direct action in this matter, but
had to face it indirectly with the collection of the capital levy.
Towards the end of 1924 he announced that as a large portion
of the levy falling due within the year had not been paid he would
introduce a Bill empowering the Government to seize land of
proportionate value, belonging to proprietors of estates of more
than 750 acres who had failed to contribute to the levy; in the
case of the large industrial concerns who were similarly in default
the Bill would authorize the Government to impound their share
capital to the amount required. On November n, 1924, the Seym,
after discussing Grabski's proposals, rejected a vote of non-
confidence by 237 votes to 52, the opposition coming mainly
from the National Minority groups.
PILSUDSKI AS AUTHOR
Pilsudski was living in retirement at Sulejowek during 1924, but
he continued to keep in fairly close touch with the army. On
March 19, his name-day, he received large delegations from most

